
                
 

 

             

NOTICE OF A REGULAR MEETING 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

THURSDAY, May 14, 2015, 7:00 PM 
COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

CITY HALL - 5803 THUNDERBIRD 
 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN  that the Planning and Zoning Commission of the City of Lago 
Vista, Texas will hold a Regular Meeting in the Council Chambers, City Municipal Building, 5803 
Thunderbird, on the above date and time for discussion and possible action to be taken on the 
following: 
 
PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR NON-HEARING RELATED ITEMS 
 
CONSIDER THE MINUTES OF APRIL 23, 2015 
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS 

1. ZON 1037 – Recommendation of the Planning & Zoning Commission of a Conditional 
Use at 20531 Highland Lakes Dr. (Highland Lakes Estates, Section 10, Lot 10014A) 
from Chapter 14, Article 14.200, Section 6.10(A)(3)(b) to allow an accessory building 
height of 12’ instead of 9’, for a new accessory building. 

A. Staff Presentation 
B. Applicant Presentation 
C. Open Public Hearing 
D. Close Public Hearing 
E. Discussion  
F. Consider Recommendation on Item 

BUSINESS ITEMS 

1. Sub Committee Reports: 
A. Overlay District Sub-Committee Report. 
B. Guest House, Accessory Building and Sidewalk Sub-Committee Report. 

 
2. Recommendation to Council regarding members to serve on Comp Plan Advisory 

Committee. 
 

3. Draft City Council Minutes of April 16, 2015 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 

 
 

To provide and maintain a healthy, safe, vibrant 
community, ensuring quality of life. 

 

The City of Lago Vista 

 
PO Box 4727, Lago Vista, Texas 78645● (512) 267-1155● (512) 267-7070 Fax 

Website:  www.lagovistatexas.org 
 



 
IT IS HEREBY CERTIFIED that the above Notice was posted on the Bulletin Board located in 
City Hall in said City at _________ on the _______ day of ________________________, 2015. 
 

     
 ____________________________________________ 

                                                                         Sandra Barton, City Secretary 
 
THE CITY OF LAGO VISTA IS COMMITTED TO COMPLIANCE WITH THE AMERICANS 
WITH DISABILITIES ACT.  REASONABLE MODIFICATIONS AND EQUAL ACCESS TO 
COMMUNICATIONS WILL BE PROVIDED UPON REQUEST.    
 

 
PO Box 4727, Lago Vista, Texas 78645● (512) 267-1155● (512) 267-7070 Fax 

Website:  www.lagovistatexas.org 
 



 
                                                                                          MINUTES  

Thursday, April 23rd, 2015 Regular Meeting 
Planning and Zoning Commission 

City of Lago Vista 
 
Chair Tara Griffin called the meeting to order at 7:00 P.M. in the Council Chambers at the City Municipal 
Building, 5803 Thunderbird Lago Vista, Texas.  Members present were Tara Griffin, Jim Moss, Vernon Reher, 
Gary Zaleski, Andy White, Paul Smith and Richard Brown. Development Services Director David Harrell, City 
Council Liaison Dale Mitchell and Development Services Secretary Sherry McCurdy were also present. 

 
 PUBLIC COMMENTS FOR NON-HEARING RELATED ITEMS. 
     

There were no public comments. 
 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

1. Consider Approval of the Following Minutes: 
A. March 5, 2015 Impact Fee Advisory Minutes 
B. March 12, 2015 Planning and Zoning Commission Minutes 

 
On a motion by Jim Moss and seconded by Vernon Reher the Planning and Zoning Commission unanimously 
approved the minutes of March 5, 2015 Impact Fee Advisory Minutes and March 12, 2015 Planning and Zoning 
Commission Minutes. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 

1.  ZON-1036-Consideration of a Special Exception at 21501 Twain Cv. (Highland Lakes Estates 
      Section 25, Lot 25011) in order to allow an increase in height to 31.5’ from 25’ for a new single family 

home (Chapter 14, Table A, City Code). 
 

 David Harrell gave a staff presentation explaining the Special Exception request. He explained that it is 
required that all Commission members visit the site. He reported that staff does not believed that higher 
height request of 6.5 feet would block views. Staff recommends approval of request. 

 
     Tara Griffin requested a roll call of members that had visited the site. All members visited with the exception 
     of Paul Smith. She noted that Mr. Smith would not be eligible to vote.  
 
     Dirk Dromgoole, applicant, stated they have been working with a consultant to build an energy efficient 
     home. He explained the reason they are requesting a taller home is that two story homes are more efficient. 
 
    Tara Griffin opened the Public Hearing at 7:12PM. 
 
    Jim Walzak residing at 21600 Boggy Ford Road stated he saw the ridge pole being constructed and found out 
    the meeting was taking place by the sign that was posted on the property. He questioned why we set an 
    ordinance and then allowed an exception to it. 
 
    Tara Griffin explained that the Exception process. 
 
    Dale Mitchell also addressed Mr. Walzak explaining the process and time the Planning and Zoning 
    Commission had taken in getting the Special Exception process in place. 
 
    Tara Griffin closed the Public Hearing at 7:15PM. 
 



 
   
      The Planning and Zoning Commission, David Harrell, Dale Mitchell, and Mr. and Ms. Dromgoole had a 

discussion regarding deed restrictions, views, R-4 Zoning height restrictions, slab height, location of ridge 
pole on the property, property ownership, and architectural design. 

     
On a motion by Vernon Reher and seconded by Andy White the Planning and Zoning Commission voted 
unanimously (6 ayes with Paul Smith not qualified to vote) to approve ZON-1036 for a Special Exception at 
21501 Twain Cove (Highland Lakes Estates Section 25, Lot 25011 in order to allow an increase in height to 
31.5’ from 25’ for a new single family home (Chapter 14, Table A, City Code). 
 
BUSINESS ITEMS 
  

1. Discussion of Rotating Members to City Council Meetings.        
 
Jim Moss handed out a form with questions/concerns regarding having a Planning and Zoning 
Representative attend City Council Meetings. 

    
    The Planning and Zoning Commission, David Harrell, and Dale Mitchell held a discussion regarding the 

possibility of having a representative from the Commission attend the City Council meetings. Topics 
discussed included the possibility of joint workshops, future communication with the Lago Vista Independent 
School District, work to be done involving the Comprehensive Master Plan and the possibility of the 
Commission giving presentations at the City Council meetings. 

    
     The Commission decided instead of rotating Planning and Zoning members to attend the City Council 

Meetings, a copy of the City Council minutes will be included in the Planning & Zoning Packets. It was 
discussed that any Planning and Zoning members may attend all City Council meetings as an unofficial 
presence in an individual capacity. 

 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
 
There were no Future Agenda Items due to this being a Special Meeting.  

 
On a motion by Tara Griffin and seconded by Vernon Reher, the Planning & Zoning Commission meeting 
adjourned at 8:05 PM. 
 
                                                                    _________________________________________ 

  Tara Griffin, Chair 
                                                            
                                                                   

  __________________________________________                
                                                              Sherry McCurdy, Development Services Secretary 
 
 
On a motion by_______________________________, seconded by _________________________________, 
the above and foregoing instrument was passed and approved this 14th day of May, 2015. 



 
 
Date:    May 5, 2015 
 
Applicant:   Tommy Thompson 
 
Representative:  SAME 
 
Hearing Dates: Planning & Zoning Commission – May 14, 2015 
   City Council – May 21, 2015 
 
Location:   20531 Highland Lakes Dr.   

 
APPLICATION SUMMARY 
Recommendation by the Planning & Zoning Commission and consideration by the City 
Council of a conditional use to allow for an increase in height from 9’ to 11.4’ for a new 
120 square foot accessory building (tool shed).  
 
TECHNICAL REVIEW 
The Development Services Department has reviewed this request and there are no 
outstanding comments/issues. In the case that the item is approved, all site 
engineering, drainage and required infrastructure improvements will be reviewed 
pursuant to the established Development Review Process to ensure that the 
Development has met all applicable Federal, State and local regulations and 
permitting requirements. No permits authorizing Development shall be issued prior to 
compliance with all applicable regulations. 
 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
This conditional use is to allow placement of an accessory building (tool shed) 
approximately 2.4’ feet higher than allowed by the zoning code (Chapter 14). This 
accessory building will be a prefabricated building similar to the pictures shown in 
attachment 3. The applicant has cited there is not enough space in a nine (9) foot 
building versus the proposed 11.4’ building and would be more environmentally 
satisfactory. 
 
FINDINGS OF FACT 
The only finding of fact associated with the application is does the proposed 2.4’ 
higher height balance the private need and benefits against the impact and effect on 
an area or neighborhood. Application of “balance the private need and benefits against 
the impact and effect on an area or neighborhood” can only be applied to the 
requested 2.4’ since an accessory building can be built at the location by right and 
that request is only for that height.  
 

 
Development Services Department 

STAFF REPORT 
Application for Conditional Use 

File Number: ZON 1037 
 

Page 1 of 2 
 



Staff doesn’t believe that the “balance the private need and benefits against the impact 
and effect on an area or neighborhood” will be significantly affected by allowing the 
2.4’ height increase for the accessory building. The building will be placed in a lower 
area of the property as shown in the attachments which will make the building appear 
to have less height than actually built. Also the building is a considerable distance 
from the roadway and sufficiently placed beyond the minimum setbacks of five (5) feet 
to offset the height increase from present and future neighbors.  
 
Staff would recommend approval of this request.  
 
ATTACHMENTS 
Additional information is provided through attached exhibits. 

1. Application 
2. Site Plan and Location Photos 
3. Example Pictures 
4. Maps 
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Attachment 1 

    Application 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



ci~ .. ~ CITY OF LAGO VISTA 

~ Conditional Use Permit 

Name: -, 6 y)"P..0.1 tl. 1~1~10-e~o-

Address: -i. <> q'!71 Ht fJ"do>l& .s L~Ke oa.. w.&,D. \/\~..{,,, > ""x- 1 i~c.J ~

Lot # : I o 6 r 4-A 

Subdivision: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Telephone #: (,; rz.] z 'f J - > q 1 s-

Date of Application: A p·rl t 2.. a t.01 s

Signature: .kn.&"TY= 

Conditional Use Permit is being sought for: 

{<e,{,A1(A+rc.01-J ot -rh..Q. :Jf ~\Ak pJ '\.i-e.1~1-t"'-. ~Q~4-sf' 

~v.,Jcl,~~. A(sa ~~.Jia...c~~}~ft[(,J ;~ \...l.o'(\J J.dlf,,..A4'li 
~JI. 0'l G.r~ ~ t>-\- 1 f., ..(:A.c...+o ~, 

Please attach a to-scale drawing of the improvements 

that would be provided. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Attachment 2 

Site Plan & Location Photos 
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  Attachment 3 

Example Pictures 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachment 4 

                                                    Maps 
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CITY OF LAGO VISTA 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 P.O. BOX 4727 
 LAGO VISTA, TX  78645 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Tel. (512) 267-5259                                                                                                  Fax (512) 267-5265 

RE: Business Item #1: Sub Committee Reports 

Planning & Zoning Commission: 

This will be discussed by the Development Services Director at the meeting. 



 
 
Date:    May 5, 2015 
  

 
DEVELOPMENT REVIEW DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 
On March 19th the City Council approved a Comp Plan Selection (Steering) Committee 
composed of several members of the Council, Commission, and City Staff. This 
Committee was to review four (4) proposals from consultants in a written and power-
point presentation format. This process was completed on May 7th. This Committee 
will be dissolved after the Council has approved the consultant’s contract for services, 
which will occur after deciding on a consultant. 
 
After the consultant is chosen for the rewrite of the Comprehensive Plan and a 
contract is approved by Council, an Advisory Committee will need to be functional. 
This Committee will exist in order to offer input, information, and advise from the City 
and other interest groups in the City to the consultant during the entire process. This 
process will involve engaging the Committee, data gathering, data analysis, and 
presentation of rough drafts of the plan.  
 
Although members of the public are not on this Committee, public engagement will 
occur throughout this process from beginning to end through a series of public 
meetings. Some of these meetings may be held on weekend afternoons to engage our 
citizens who may not be able to make it during other times. A social media presence 
will also allow our citizens to be fully engaged and offer advise/comment on the plan 
and would be monitored by the consultant with oversight by the City.  
 
This Advisory Committee should be composed of the Development Services Director, 
City Manager, two City Council Members, (to be chosen at their May 21st hearing date) 
three Planning & Zoning Commission members, one Lago Vista Independent School 
District representative, one Lago Vista Property Owners Association representative, 
one Rusty Allen Airport Property Owner Association representative, one Chamber of 
Commerce representative, one representative of a large scale development within the 
City limits, one representative with an economic development background. This 
Committee will consist of 13 representatives.  
 
This Committee may meet at most once a week for the beginning of the project in 
order to provide information to the consultant and is intended to meet potentially 
every other week or three weeks through the process. Any member will need to be 
available potentially in the afternoons to meet with the consultants. The Planning & 
Zoning Commission must pick three from its ranks to be on this Committee.  

 
Development Services Department 

STAFF REPORT 
Business Item #2: Selection of Members for Advisory 

Committee for Comp Plan Update 
 

Page 1 of 1 
 



CITY OF LAGO VISTA 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 P.O. BOX 4727 
 LAGO VISTA, TX  78645 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Tel. (512) 267-5259                                                                                                  Fax (512) 267-5265 

RE: Business Item #3: Draft City Council Minutes of April 16, 2015

Planning & Zoning Commission: 

These will be provided to you before the hearing or during the hearing. At this time they are not 
completed by City Staff. 
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